When to keep my child off school?

Should I keep my child off school?

Yes
	Illness
	Until...

	Chickenpox
	At least 5 days from the onset of the rash and until all blisters have crusted over

	Diarrhoea and vomiting
	48 hours after their last episode

	Cold and flu-like illness (including COVID-19)
	They no longer have a high temperature and feel well enough to attend. Follow the advice on NHS inform if they've tested positive for COVID-19

	Impetigo
	Their sores have crusted and healed, or 48 hours after they started antibiotics

	Measles
	4 days after the rash first appeared

	Mumps
	5 days after the swelling started

	Scabies
	They've had their first treatment

	Scarlet fever
	24 hours after they started taking antibiotics

	Whooping cough
	48 hours after they started taking antibiotics



No
but make sure you let the school know about...
Hand, foot and mouth
Head lice
Threadworms
Glandular fever
Tonsilitis
Slapped Cheek

Parents and carers can find further health advice on nhsinform.scot 


Recently we have been reviewing our protocol for recording and managing attendance. If your child is absent from school, you can either email or telephone the absence number (01250 871977), both can be found on the School App under the Information Tab which will connect you directly.  Please leave a brief message stating “St Stephens”, your child’s name, class and the reason for absence.  If you know they will be absent for more than one day, please state the number of days, otherwise we require you to contact the school every day.  The absence number has a 24hr answering service and you can leave a message at any point before the beginning of the school day.  

If the school office does not receive a message regarding the absence, they will attempt to contact you via text and then telephone.  If there is still no response, emergency contact details provided on the Registration Form/Annual Data check, will be contacted until a reason for the absence has been obtained.

This process is in place to ensure your child’s safety and following Perth & Kinross Council Guidance and Operational Procedure.

