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Ambition Respect Resilience Friendship 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we come to the end of the Spring term we are faced with new challenges and are having to adapt 

to a very different reality. As a community I know we will continue to work together and support 

each other as we always do.  Clearly the most important thing for all of us is to follow the advice to 

stay home and stay safe if we can. 

I know that our children will be missing the routines and structures of school and missing seeing 

their friends. We are missing them too! For some families this will be a time of considerable strain.   

While we do not know exact timescales it is apparent that we are in this for a lengthy period of time 

so it is important to pace ourselves. Please only focus on what feels right for you and your family at 

the moment.  Try to find a balance of home schooling and hobby time.  Although you, as parents, 

have always been your children’s first educators you are not, nor are you expected to be, teachers. 

So, do your best but do not worry if you are not filling the day with “school work”.  Playing games 

together, reading books, art and craft activities are all good ways to keep busy and develop skills.  

Communication with the School 

It is important that we maintain clear communication channels between home and school.  This has 

been challenging over the past week due to a lack of access to our network and emails.  Going 

forward, after the holidays, we will continue to use the School App to post messages including 

weekly learning activities for P4-7 which will be especially important for those of you without access 

to Glow.  I will also send out email correspondence as appropriate.   

Parents should continue to use the school email to make contact (Fossoway@pkc.gov.uk) .  Many of 

you are using Seesaw (Nursery to P3) and Teams (P4-7) to communicate with class teachers.  This 

can be a lovely way of keeping in touch if you are letting us know about your home learning.  It has 

also been useful for asking technical questions especially about Glow and Teams.  Teachers are 

under a lot of pressure at the moment with the new technology so please bear this in mind when 

corresponding with them.  Most of our teachers, including Mrs Whitaker who just took up post the 

week before, only had a few days to learn about Teams and get their classes set up before we 

closed.  Staff are now working from home every day – planning and posting learning, giving 

feedback, working on reports and transition among other things.  Many of them are, or will be, 
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working in the hub schools for key workers’ children too so please remember they will not always be 

available.  Staff may be working in the hub schools over the Easter holidays but will not be posting 

learning activities again until next term.  I am so proud of our staff team for their dedication, hard 

work, creativity and resilience and they have really appreciated the many kind messages of thanks 

and support from parents.  

Home Learning 

It is lovely to see so many great examples of learning at home being posted on Seesaw, Teams and 

Twitter. We are missing our children so it is lovely to see what they are doing.  Please keep this up! 

Do not worry if your child has not yet taken part in activities set – this is a marathon not a sprint! 

P1-3 are posting learning tasks on Seesaw and it is good to see that most of you are engaging well 

with this. P4-7 are starting to use Glow and Teams to assign learning tasks and provide feedback to 

learners.  The original plan, as you know, was to start this after the Easter holidays to give teaching 

staff time to familiarise themselves with the technology.  However, we decided to post tasks this 

week and have encouraged all learners (via App messages) to have a go, so we can start to iron out 

any issues before next term.  Thank you to everyone who has been engaging with this.  If you have 

not managed to access tasks on Teams, we may give you a call at the start of term to see if there is 

anything we can do to help. Once learners “hand in” work, teachers will aim to provide feedback by 

the next working day.  

We know that many families will not be able to access the internet but please do not worry.  We will 

be posting “non-technology” task ideas on the App each week.  Please also look at Twitter for ideas 

– there are so many great ideas out there for home learning and we will retweet these regularly.   

Also, look out for more of Mrs Hunter’s “Gym on the Farm” videos ! 

Useful supports 

Some of you may find the following helpful: 

Parentline Scotland -  children1st.org.uk         

This is a helpful source fo emotional and practical support to children and families including advice 

about how to talk to children about coronavirus.  

PKC Education Psychology Service 

Are offering a phone consultation service for parents and young people who would like advice (tel 

01738 476242) 

Finally, I hope you all find your own ways of enjoying the Easter break in these difficult times. Take 

care of each other, be kind to yourselves and keep in touch.   

Best wishes 

Fiona Allan 

Headteacher 


