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Parent Council Minutes                 
04/03/26   -  2.30pm

In attendance:    Tamsin – Secretary and Treasurer,   Ellie – Chair     
Barbara Shiel – Acting Headteacher, Bethany Jamieson – Class Teacher.  Nicola, Kirsty.  

Previous Minutes:  No matters arising

Headteachers Report
New Teacher - Advised that Bethany had settled in well and she was getting on very well with the children and her role as Principal Teacher.
Parental Support – As advised in the latest Newsletter, a request has gone out to parents and family / friends for help with gardening, cooking and mystery reading slots.
School Improvements - The school has been getting tidied and organised as and when there is time available.  Organising resources and materials that we have in cupboards so they can be easily found and used.
The boys and girls toilets have been painted and heaters replaced, which has made them much more pleasant for the children to use.
School Role - The school role will be going down to 11 as one P1 pupil will be leaving to go to Edenside PS which we knew was on the cards as they were waiting for a place to become available and although they would like to stay, the transport is a problem for them.
Sprouston Community Council - BS and BJ had attended the Sprouston Community Council meeting the previous evening, which they found very useful as they are trying to build links with the community and residents and the school needs them to support us.
Something that was brought up was the road crossing from the park to the school, some residents are concerned about it as cars drive down quite fast, not knowing that there is an opening there and from the park children run out without looking.  BS advised that the children would write a letter to the Roxburgh Estate / SBC to enquire whether a sign or barrier could be erected there to help the situation.  Also will enquire whether the hedges could be cut down lower so that people can see easier.
BJ advised that the suggestion that the school and the community could set up a whatsapp community group to help each other and improve communication would be beneficial to all and she is going to look into it.  Kirsty advised that Lempitlaw have a similar set up and that they could also be added.
Litter picking was also brought up at the meeting and BS advised that the children could help with that and have regular times to go out in the village to do it.



Bank Account
Tamsin advised that the PC Bank Account with Bank of Scotland was costing quite a lot of money in bank charges for such a small school and fund.  Also brought up the fact that the Kelso branch was closing in June and that would pose a problem for us with deposits etc.  It was agreed that an alternative banking option would be better and Tamsin will look into setting up an account with RBC which offers no charges for the first 2 years, although it was also suggested that we could be set up as a not-for-profit organisation, Tamsin to investigate.
School Website
Tamsin advised that the company who maintains the school website is closing down and therefore we will be losing our current website.  It was discussed whether there was a need to have a website and it was agreed that it was as it allowed people to see information about the school and for us to have a better web presence than just the facebook account.  Kirsty suggested using ‘square space’ as she has used them before and it is quite straight forward to set up and use and also ‘wix’ was suggested.  Tamsin will look into some options, priorities being how much they are and how easy they are to use.

 Treasurers Report
· Accounts update:  Current balance is £1418.61

It was asked whether we would be receiving the anonymous donation again this year, Tamsin advised that we do not know until we receive it or not, it cannot be guaranteed and we have been so lucky to receive for the past couple of years.  BS advised that she will put in a bid to CBAH for money for loose parts.  A fence is being looked into getting for outside of the classroom, so that the class can go outside safely for outdoor learning.  SBC is sending a contractor out to give us a quote for it.
Fundraising
Sponsored Walk – It was agreed that we would arrange the sponsored walk to Sainsburys and back which was postponed from a previous term.  BS suggested that we could arrange a tour of Sainsburys whilst we were there to break up the walk and to ask them if they could supply refreshments.  This will be held in the Summer term.
Summer Fair  - Nicola asked whether we could put on a summer fair again this year as last year’s was very successful.  It was agreed that we would and arrange it for the same day that the Kelso Laddie comes for his visit as that worked well last year.  BS advised that it would be the week beginning 15th June, she will request that it could be on the Wednesday of that week as that was the best day to hold it.
It was agreed that we would start organising it a lot earlier this year as it was quite rushed last year.  Refreshments, plant sale, potato sale, book sale, tombola, 50/50 lottery, inviting Berwickshire Swap and Castlegate again and inviting the Friday Club was all suggested.
The next PC meeting was arranged to allow plenty of time to organise the fair.
NEXT PC MEETING DATE AGREED:  Wednesday 29th April @ 2.30pm
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