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For the purposes of this document:

yy Parentsywillybeytakenytoymeanyallyparentsyandycarers

This leaflet has been produced by South Lanarkshire Council Education Resources 
to provide you with information relating to composite or multi-stage classes.  It also 
provides answers to questions regularly asked regarding the formation of, and the 
teaching and learning in, composite classes.

What is a composite class? 

Primaryyschoolsyhaveypupilsyatysevenybroadyyearystages,yPrimaryy1ytoyPrimaryy
7.yyAyyearystageyisyaygroupyofypupilsyenteringyprimaryyschoolyatyaycommonydate.yy
Compositeyclassesyareythoseywhereychildrenyofymoreythanyoneyyearystageyarey
groupedytogetherytoyformyayclass.y
y
MostyschoolsyinySouthyLanarkshireyCouncilyhaveycompositeyclasses,ywhichyhavey
beenyaycommonyfeatureyacrossyScotlandyforymanyyyears.yyInyparticular,ysmallery
schoolsyhaveyalwaysyprovidedyappropriateylearningyandyteachingyopportunitiesyandy
haveymaximisedytheybenefitsyofymulti-stageygroupingsyforytheirypupils.

Why are composite class formed?

TheyScottishyGovernmentyprovidesyresourcesyforyteacherystaffingybasedyonythey
totalynumberyofypupilsywithinytheyschool,yregardlessyofytheynumbersyofypupilsyaty
eachystage.yyHowever,ytheynumberyofypupilsyinyeachystageywillyvaryyfromyyearytoy
year.yyThisymeansythatyheadyteachersyareyrequiredytoymakeymanagementydecisionsy
toyorganiseyclassesytoymakeybestyuseyofyavailableystaff,yresourcesyandyspace.yy
Theseydecisionsywillyinvolveyconsideringybothyeducationalyandyorganisationaly
factors.

How are composite classes formed?

Theymaximumynumberyofypupilsyinyanyycompositeyclassymayynotyexceedy25.

Theyheadyteacherywillystructureyclassesybasedyonypolicyyandyadviceygivenybyy
theyeducationyauthority.yyInySouthyLanarkshireyclassesyareynormallyyformedyony
theybasisyofyworkingygroupsyinylanguageyand/orymathematics.yyThisymeansythaty
pupilsyworkingyatybroadlyytheysameypaceyandylevelyinytheseysubjectsyareygroupedy
together.yySuchyanyarrangementywillymakeyforytheymostyefficientyuseyofylearningy
andyteachingyopportunities.
y



What learning opportunities will my child experience?

Childrenyinyallyclassesywillyfollowyprogrammesyconstructedytoyhelpythem
progressyatytheiryownylevel,yregardlessyofywhetheryorynotytheyyareyinyaycompositey
orysingleystageyclass.yyTeachersygroupypupilsyofysimilarylearningyabilityyforylearningy
andyteachingypurposesyinyallyclassesyandyareytrainedytoyadaptytheiryteachingy
methodsytoymeetytheyneedsyofyallypupils.yyEveryyclassycontainsypupilsyofydifferenty
abilities.

Inyaddition,ytheyschoolywillymakeyeveryyeffortytoyinvolveychildrenyofyanyyoneyyeary
groupyinyactivitiesywhichybringythemyallytogether.yyHowever,yityisyalsoyimportantythaty
theynaturalyidentityyofyeachyclassyisymaintainedyandytheyschoolywillyensureythatythisy
happens.

My child has been put into a composite class with pupils from the stage 
below.  Is he/she being kept back?

No,ythisyisycertainlyynotytheycase.yyYouycanybeyconfidentythatytheyheadyteacherywilly
haveyorganisedyclassesytoymakeybestyuseyofyallyavailableyresources.yyInysoydoingy
he/sheywillyhaveyallocatedychildrenytoyparticularyclassesyaccordingytoyauthorityy
policyyandyguidelines.yyChildrenywillyprogressythroughylearningyexperiencesytailoredy
toyfitytheirypersonalylevelyofyattainment.

What if my child’s friends are in another class?

Youyshouldybeyassuredythatyyourychild’syteacherywillybeysensitiveytoytheyneedsyofy
allychildrenyinyhis/heryclassyandywillybeyencouragingytheypupilsytoyydevelopygoody
workingyrelationshipsyandyfriendships.yyChildrenyusuallyymakeynewyfriendsyveryy
quicklyyandycanycopeyfarybetterywithychangeythanyadultsyimagine.yyPupilsywillyalsoy
spendytimeyinytheyplaygroundymixingywithyallyofytheyschool’syotherypupils.yy

Will my child always be in a composite class?

Notynecessarily.yTheyneedyforycompositeyclassesychangesyasytheyrollyofytheyschooly
fluctuates.yyEachyyearystaffingyandyclassyformationsyareyreviewedybyytheyheady
teacheryandySouthyLanarkshireyCouncil.yyInysomeyschoolsythereyareynoysingley
stageyclassesyandypupilsywillymoveythroughyprimaryyschoolyinycompositeyclasses.yy

Atybothyschoolyandyeducationyauthorityylevelyqualityycontrolyproceduresyexistytoy
ensureyyourychildyisymakingygoodyprogressywithinytheynationallyyagreedyguidelines.yy
Thereyisynoyevidenceytoysupportytheyviewythatycompositeyclassesyaffectyattainmenty
adverselyyandythereyisyevidenceytoyshowythatypupilsygainysocially.



When will we know my child’s class for next session?

Class organisation and staffing are complex matters.  However, head teachers will 
finalise their class structure and inform parents and Parent Councils as soon as 
the information is available, normally in June.

In certain circumstances, class restructuring may have to take place during the 
summer break, after the new school session has started or, in very exceptional 
circumstances, at any point during the year.  

Can I refuse to have my child taught in a composite class?

No.  The management of class organisation in schools is the responsibility of 
the head teacher.  Where there are specific concerns about a child’s learning or 
progress, schools have systems for consulting and communicating with individual 
parents on a regular basis as necessary.

The authority will only over-rule a head teacher’s decision if the criteria for class 
organisation do not comply with the policy and advice of Education Resources

More information

If you require any more information about class structures or about composite 
classes in general, please contact your child’s school.  Your child’s head teacher 
will be happy to meet with you to discuss class structure and your child’s progress.

For more information or if you want this information in a different format  
or language, please phone 01698 454545 or email  
education@southlanarkshire.gov.uk
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