
Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
Welcome to our November Newsletter.  
 
Parents’ Evening 
It was great to welcome parents / carers back 
to an in-person parents’ evening. The Book Fair 
was very popular and we got almost £1000 in 
commission to spend on books for the school. 
Thanks to all who made a purchase. 
 
Change for Charity 
For our Change for Charity for October we 
raised £141. Thanks to all for your donations. 
The money will go to the Pakistan Flood appeal. 
 
Friends of Bankhead 
The next meeting is in school on Tuesday 29 
November, where final preparations will be 
being made for the return of our Christmas 
Fair, more details below. 
 
Flu Immunisation—Round Up—Wednesday 23 
November 
Most of the school received their Flu Immun-
isation in October. For those children who 
were off that day, and for whom a consent 
form has been completed, there will be a 
round up session in school on Wednesday 23 
November. 
 
Christmas Fair 
Our Christmas Fair returns for the first time 
since 2019 on Saturday 3 December. It runs 

from 10.00 to 2.00 and there will be lots for 
families and friends to do. You will receive 
more information from Friends of Bankhead, 
but there will be a variety of stalls selling 
Christmas gifts, Santa’s grotto, hot food, the 
school choir will perform and there will be 
plenty of things for the children to enjoy. All 
children will have received raffle tickets to 
sell to family and friends with some excellent 
prizes available. 
Spread the word! 

Hot Chocolate with the Head Teacher 
As a reward for exemplary behaviour in school, 
once a week six pupils are chosen from a class 
to have Hot Chocolate and biscuits with Mr 
Hamill. It is a way of saying thank you and well 
done to the pupils for setting such a great ex-
ample to others. Last week Enzo, Joshua, Lisa, 
Robyn, Ruby and Mia from Room 6 all enjoyed a 
relaxing hot chocolate break. 
 
Christmas Baubles 

 
Every 
year, 
Friends of 
Bankhead 
purchase a 
real 
Christmas 
tree for 
the school, 
which is 
put up in 
the open 
area out-
side the 
lunch hall. 

In P1, children are invited to bring in a bauble 
with their name on it, which will be put on the 
tree every year they are in school. In P7, they 
get to take the bauble home. The tree will be 
delivered on 1 December, so if your child is in 
P1 or if your child is new to the school this 
year, please send in a bauble with their name 
on it before then so we can put it on the tree. 
The children love seeing their bauble every 
year, and the tree always looks quite spectacu-
lar with over 300 baubles on it.  
 
Anti-Bullying Week  
Tuesday 15 November to Friday 18 November 
will be Anti-Bullying week in the school. This is 
to raise awareness amongst the children and 
the wider community that any form of bullying 
is totally unacceptable and to develop an 
awareness in children about what they can do 
if they feel they are being bullied. The chil-
dren will be taking part in a variety of activi-
ties in class and school in relation to this im-
portant topic. 
respectme—Scotland’s Anti-Bullying Service 
has lots of information for parents / carers 
about their campaign this year which is called 
Listen Up! Respect Our Rights. The web ad-
dress below takes you to their campaign page 
and there is a link you can click specifically for 
parents / carers which tells you much more 
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about it. Together we can help ensure that no 
child in Bankhead suffers from bullying. 
 
respectme.org.uk/campaigns/listen-up-respect-
our-rights/ 

 
Winter Weather 
Now that the colder weather is all but upon us, 
please ensure that children come to school 
dressed appropriately for the weather. Children 
will be required to wear a coat / jacket when 
they are outside at break and lunch times. It is 
important that they have comfortable indoor 
shoes to change into when they come in from the 
playground. Please check that your child has 
these and provide them if they do not or if they 
are too small or worn etc. 
 
Fizzy Drinks / Energy Drinks 
We have noticed that some children are bringing 
fizzy drinks and energy drinks to school. We try 
to be a health promoting school and discourage 
children from bringing these drinks in for break 
and lunch time. There are lots of alternatives 
that are much more healthy for children. Do you 
know that one can of Coke contains the equivalent 
of 7 spoons of sugar? Whereas in a bottle of wa-
ter, there is no sugar.  Please consider healthier 
options when providing drinks, snacks and lunches 
for your children. 
 
Ms Bestel—Retiring 
We are sad to announce that Ms Bestel 
will be retiring from teaching on Friday 25 
November. Ms Bestel has worked at Bank-
head for many years, and has influenced the lives 
of hundreds of children who have passed through 
Bankhead. Her knowledge, experience and enthu-
siasm will be a great loss to the school, and she 
will be missed by the pupils, staff and the wider 
Bankhead community. 
We wish her all the best in her retirement, and 
know that she will be kept busy with grandchil-
dren and her many interests outside teaching. 
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A new permanent appointment to replace Ms 
Bestel will happen soon. 
 
Dates for your diary 
Tuesday 8—Friday 11 November—P7 residen-
tial trip 
Wednesday 9 November R1 and R2 Cinema 
trip 
Friday 11 November R3 and Room 4 Cinema 
trip 
Friday 11 November—Tennis club trip to 
Emirates Arena 
Monday 14 November—School closed—In-
Service day 
Tuesday 15 November—R10 and R11 Cinema 
trip 
Thursday 17 November R5 and RGP Cinema 
trip 
Wednesday 23 November R8 and R9 Cinema 
trip 
Thursday 24 November –R6 and R7 Cinema 
trip 
Saturday 3 December  School Xmas Fair 
Thursday 8 and Friday 9 December—P1-3 
Nativity and P4-7 Xmas Concert 
Monday 12 December R3 and R4 Xmas Party 
Tuesday 13 December R5 and RGP Xmas Par-
ty 
Wednesday 14 December—Nursery Nativity 
Wednesday 14 December Xmas Lunch in 
school 
Thursday 15 December R6 and R7 Xmas Par-
ty 
Friday 16 December R1 and R2 Xmas Party 
Monday 19 December R8 and R9 Xmas Party 
Tuesday 20 December—R10 and R11 Xmas 
Party 
Wednesday 21 December—Nursery Xmas 
Party 
Thursday 22 December—Christmas  Ser-
vice—Kingspark Church 10.30 am 
Friday 23 December—Pantomime in school—
Jack and the Beanstalk 
Friday 23 December—Change for Charity—
Xmas jumpers 
Friday 23 December—close at 2.30 for xmas 
holidays—return on Monday 9 January 
Monday 13 –Wednesday 15 February. School 
closed—holidays and In-Service. 
Thursday 23 March—Parents’ Evening 
Friday 31 March—School closes for Spring 
Break at 2.30. Re-opens Monday 17 April. 
Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 May. School closed. 
Holiday and In-Service day. 
Friday 26 and Monday 29 May—school 
closed—holiday. 
Tuesday 27 June—school closes at 1.00 pm 
for summer break 
 

Gerry Hamill,  
Head Teacher 
 
See next page for info on Attendance and 
Punctuality. 



Attendance and Punctuality 
 

A key focus for the school this session is to 
improve attendance and punctuality rates as 
low attendance has a significant detrimental 
effect on attainment. 
Last year the whole school attendance rate 
was 92% and we are aiming to increase this 
level to 95%. 

Last session we had 77 pupils who had        
attendance lower than 90% and 4 pupils with 
attendance lower than 85%, which leads to 
significant loss of teaching and learning time. 
 
 
Attendance and punctuality rates per class 
for the last 3 months can be seen below: 

 
Room 4 won our best attendance award for 
August/September and Room 1 had the most 
improved attendance in October. 
 
We want to keep on improving our       
attendance rates so if there is any way 
that the school can help in getting your child 
to school then please contact the school     
office.  
We will keep parents and carers up to date 
each month on the school’s attendance and 
punctuality statistics. 
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Punctuality 
 

Last session we recorded 1078 occasions 
of late-coming and the graph below 
shows the impact this can have on    
teaching and learning time. 

Room 9 won our ‘Right on Time’ award 
for August/September. However, during 
October the number of incidents of late 
coming increased significantly. Every 
class increased the number of late    
comings, leading to considerable learning 
time lost. This is becoming a greater 
concern for our school as there are 
more children who are now at significant 
risk of underachievement. 
 
 
To improve punctuality, we are making 
some changes to our morning routines. 
Each morning, a bell will ring at 8.55am 
to encourage pupils to get into their 
lines before the final bell 
at 9am. 
All pupils who arrive after 9 
o’clock should go to the  
Dinner Hall doors where a 
member of staff will record 
lunch  orders. Any pupils 
who arrive after 9.20am should report 
to the school office. 
 
We would encourage all parents and    
carers to try to bring children to school 
before 9am to avoid lost learning. 
If we can help in any way to improve 
your child’s attendance and punctuality 
please contact us. 


