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BOOKBUG
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Sharing stories, songs and rhymes with babies and young children has many benefits including supporting children’s language, learning and social skills. We know many of you enjoyed coming to our BookBug sessions before lockdown, so here are some ideas for a Farm theme session you can try at home that all the family can join in together.
Start with The Hello song (remember to clap out the rhythm; this helps children to focus, pay attention and practice the rhythm of the words)
	Hello everyone, hello everyone,
Glad that you could come.
Hello everyone, hello everyone,
Glad that you could come.
I, I, I, I, I’m glad that you could come.
I, I, I, I, I’m glad that you could come.

Songs to repeat (repeating songs helps children to practice their speech sounds)
*Baa baa black sheep
*This little piggy
*Horsey, horsey don’t you stop
*Open, close them	
Sing some farm-themed songs (action songs help children to develop hand-eye coordination, practice listening and follow instructions)
*Old MacDonald had a farm (encourage your child to choose the farm animals)
*Dingle Dangle Scarecrow
*I went to visit a farm one day (act out the different animals you choose)
*5 little speckled frogs (pretend to jump up and down like a frog)

Play some farm-themed games
*Duck, duck, goose (a nursery favourite)
*What’s the time Mr…..? (choose a farmyard animal instead of wolf)
*Popcorn (use an old sheet and some rolled up socks)
*Harvest Time: spread out some role-play food (if you have any) and see how quickly you can gather it all in

Read some farmyard stories, for example:
*Usborne Farmyard Tales
*The Wonky Donkey
*What the ladybird heard
[image: Don't forget to read aloud for at least 15 MINUTES every day to ...]
Finish with The Goodbye song (just change the word in The Hello song)

If you are unfamiliar with any of the songs, you can find the words on the BookBug website.

Follow up activities you can do:
1. Download the BookBug app
2. Follow BookBug on Facebook
3. Make some farm animal crafts
4. Build a small world farm in your garden
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Follow this link to play A Year On Your Farm game https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games/down-on-the-farm-a-year-on-your-farm
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Cuddling up together with a story is a very special time when:

you and your child can enter into a shared world, where they can
explore and learn

your child can ask questions about things that puzzle or worry
them - helping them to understand and deal with their fears

their imagination can run free
new words and meanings can be explored
you can laugh and have fun together.

The magic of sharing stories, books and illustrations
can stay with children all their lives.
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