23.6.20 Literacy – Comprehension
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Counting

Today, I walked to school. | went a longer way than usual, 'm counting up my steps. | stopped at
the newsagent and bought a bottle of water. My teacher says it’s important to drink a lot to stay
healthy. By the time d got to the front gate, d already done 5000 steps. What a big number, |
thought to myself. But then | remembered what d heard on the news the day before. Apparently,
there are only 5000 black rhinos left in the wild. Immediately, 5000 seemed insignificant.

Our firstlesson was English; we wrote a story. Mine was all about an astronaut blasting off into
space to explore the universe. He was looking for another planet for humans to live on. Afterwards,
1 counted up my words. 800! 1 told my friend who said it was loads. Way more than they'd written
But then | remembered that there are roughly 800 mountain gorilas left in Africa. After that, the

number seemed minuscule.

1 dreaded maths after break. We had a fractions test, and | hate fractions. d drunk a ot of water
to make sure my brain was working well - dlost the bottle | bought before school, but luckily we.
had a pile of plastic cups for us to use at the water fountain. Our maths teacher was cold and had
forgotten his coat, so we had the radiators on full. It was sweltering! In the end, the test wasn't
t00 bad. We had 55 minutes, but | finished after half an hour It fel ike such a long time, so many
minutes to waste. While | waited, | thought back to an advert on the television: 55 elephants are
killed each day for their vory. How awfull Now, 5 felt enormous. Far bigger than before.

At lunch, my friend reminded me that tomorrow was her birthday. As if | could forget! She always
makes such a big deal of being one whole year older. Its only 365 days, | ahways tell her 365 get-
ups, t's not that big a number to get through. Then, I caught sight of a poster on the wall. It was
battered and unloved, but | could just make out the message. Every hour, we dump 365 tonnes.

of plastic into our oceans. That's five times as heavy s a space shuttle! Or three-and-a-half blue:
whales! Every hour! Definitely not insignificant.In an instant, | looked down at the plastic cup in my
hand - the fourth Id used today - and thought back to the plastic bottle Id bought from the shop.
Where would they all end up? Would they be part of the 3652

Finally, it was time to go home. As | cimbed into my mum’s car to drive the half a mile to our
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ouse, | thought back to ow I started the day.looked at my watch, Fd ony it another 2000
xtrasteps. Not as many a Td wanted. As f by magic the man on the radio chimed in with the
news. Scientits have worked out that around 2000 speces o animal are becoming extinct each

Vear Suddenl, 2000 seemed vas
“Thate 5 species a day!” my mother exciaimed.

1 5wallowed hard and though back over al the things d done today that weren't helpng the

planet. 1 dort thik canve with losing 5 specis aday, can you?

Summarise il f the tings tha she has done during the day that have an impact on the planet

and cimate.

Fin thres exames of vocabulary tha tll you the size of a number.
How many lastic cups did she use over the day?.

When s her friend's bithday?

Explin howthe suthor mkes it saser orthe reader to understand th scleof the probiem,

‘When she thinks about her day how does the author feel? What els you this?
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snswers:

Bought a botle of water. Used 3 plastic cup. Radiators on full.Driven a short distance

V- nsignificant, oads, minscule, enormous, nsignicant, vast
s
R: Tomorrow  the nest day

E: By linking the number of anmals and waste o things that happen i her day that seem smal 3t
the time

1:Shocked, worrid, 534 and angry. She swalowed hard and alks about how she can't e with

losing 5 species  day
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Ambush

“Be careful. We don't want them to see any movement in the trees " Robin Hood's voice was

hushed but fierce. Id been serving him faithfully now for nearly a year, and it upset me that he.
didn't trust me yet. This was my first night hunting with him, and | didn't want to let him down.

1 didn’t reply. Instead, | squeezed myself up into a smaller ball on the thick bough of the tree. I tried
my hardest to stay quiet but | felt a sneeze building up at the back of my nose. It was hard, but
managed to snuffle it out with my thick, woollen sleeve. | heard my master sigh under his breath.

“Have we had any word from John yet?” | asked after a long silence. Again he sighed.

“Have you seen that big giant of 2 man come running down the road?” he asked with strained
patience. I shook my head.

The night passed slowly. | didn't dare to speak again after that. | was worried it would provoke him
further. My fine cloak had been a gift from Robin when Id swore allegiance to his men. Its thick
fibres were certainly keeping the chill air from my bones.

Unable to help myself, | asked, “Have you had luck on this road before?”

“Several times,” he answered with 2 nod. “The main road to London passes by not far from here.
There are a lot of dangerous men on that road, so the wealthy travellers normally use these more.
sheltered roads.”

“And that’s where we attack them?” | asked with what | thought was enthusias.

“We don't attack if we can help it. Little John will give them the option of paying to pass. If they.
refuse, then we have no choice "

Once more, I was silent. Whilst training in the heart of Sherwood Forest, Id assumed Id get to use
all of my skills tonight. True, | wasn't very good with 3 bow, but my swordsmanship was one of the

best in my group.
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i ot of nawhere, | hesrd the ow rumble of 3 carton the track. A pircing whiste came from
irctlybelow my branch. loaked down and saw the broad back of it John. Haw had somebody

of his size managed to sneak so close to me?
“One day,take  minute o watch him move Robin Hood s3d as if he'd read my mind

't have time now to watch him, he was striding 0wt int the middls of the rosd just intime for

the cart o pullup
“Wht the devil ae you doing?" the drver was cearyin o mood to surender o our demands.

“This s oll path- it Joh's voice was cam. t cidn't need to b big orlud,his e i tht for

him

“Over my dead body!” The driver banged onthe roofofthe carage, and several arme guards.
stepped out
“That can be arranged;” sad Robin 25 he dropped from thetree and drew his sword. “Tke them s

2 prisoner if you can. They're worth mre thatway!”

0GABULARY FOCUS

L. Whatword or phrase tlls you that Robin Hood'svoice was quiet?
2. Find on word n the testwhich mean “in 3 foya way”.

3. Wht does the phrase I didn't dare” say about the suthor?

4. What doss the phrase “srained patience" tel you sbout Robin?

5. Write 2 defniton fo “plercing’.You may use a dictionaryif you are suck.

Why did Robinsigh under his breath?

Wit type of traveller arethey expecting to use the road?

‘What happened immediately after the driver refused to pay?

In the paragraph tha sarts “The night passed.., what sffect doss the use of short
sentences have?

Where had the author trained?
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snswers:
1. Hushed

2. Faithtuly

3. He s scared of Robin and wants to plesse i
4. Heistrying to be patent but it s hard

5. Extremely high o loud ensure definton s of 3 pircing sound and not another definitior]

1:Hewas disappointed n the author
R Weatthy

S:He banged on the roof and armed guards got out

E: It buicstension and pace or squivalent explanation

R: Sherwood Forest
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Volcanoss have fasinated and terified people acrss the globe or thousands o yesrs Mostofthe time,
they don' pose a threat. However, every 50 often they erupt and wreak devastation across the land. When
his happens, some are more devastating than others. These are the top § mst deadly volcaic eruptions
ever recorded (for istorcaleruptions such s Mount Vesuviu, £ impossibe 2 know how many people
died),

B Unzen Uapan in 1792
Mount Unzen erupted n  big way in 1752. The explosion triggered an arthaquake which set off
the andsiid.  swept through the ity of Stimabara beore Hiing the Ariake Sea. This set off
2 tsunamiwhichkiled even more people. Ther 56l evidence of the ndsid todsy. About
15,000 people died n toral.

Nevade del Ruiz (Golombia) in 1985
e o e e R ok 1995 syt of et o /]
e 4.

further mudsice sisotoe through the town of Chinchins. More than 25,000 people were kiled  Jif
atogather.

Mount Pelée (Martinique) in 1902

¥ Winen 2 volcano is showing signs o erupting nowadays, scientistsare often abl to warn people
in ime. There were no such warning systems in 1502 when Mount Pelée exploded. A break in

the crater wall legedly caused insects and snskes to fles nto the town ofS. Piere, but this
s never been confrmed. A giant blast tore 3part the mountai and buried the town within

Mastof the 30,000 peopl fvinginSt. Piere 2t the time die. This number was even higher
han i needed tbe because many people fid from the countyside. They mistakenly thought
they wouid be sser ther sfer the volcano erupted.

Krakatau (ndonesia) in 1883

(One ofthe biggest eruptions in rcorded history blew 2sh 5 Highinto the atmosphere tht it

fell over 500 il away in Singapore. There were several explosions intot two of which e

50 loud they could be heard atseveral ponts around the worl. s believed tht the eruprion  SEM

s the loudest sound ever heard on Eart. The explosions se off aseries of giant waves which

engutfd the shoresof Indonesia and kiled over 35,000 pecple.
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Enough dust was thrown nto the atmosphere to block out the sun and lower the temperature of the Earth
Vivi red sunsets were seen 2 faraway 2 New York. Thre s 5l an open vent on Krakatau that continually
erupts; Nowever, s ot considered dangerous.

‘Tambora Indonesia) in 1815

Oriy 68 yearsbefore it would be devastated
by Krakatau, Indonesia v rocked by the
largesteruption ever recorded. S0 much ash,

Sulphur and other gases were thrown into
the atmosphere that t blocked sunlightfor

months. It was nicknamed th “year without

2 summer” Cropsfailed everywhere due to P
the lack of light. Places s far away as Europe

and North America experienced snow n the

summer Disease was rampant, and neary

80,000 people died from starvation and

iiness.

RETRIEVAL FOCUS

. How many people were lving in St.Pierre?
2. How long after the eruption at Tambora was the disaster 3t Krakatau?
3. What was significant about the explosions at Krakatau?
4. Which was the earliest eruption?
5. What kiled most people after the eruption in Tambora?
VIPERS QUESTIONS
(Give two ressons why the number o people wha died inthe Mount Pelée disssterwss 20 high.
Why was 1815 icknamed the “year without a summer 2

Which word tels you tha the vent st Krakatau never sops erupting?

What mental image does the phase “engulfed the shores” e you?

Do you think there wouid be more or fewer deaths i 3 volcan erupted now? Why?
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Answers:
1 30000

2 esyeas

3. They were the loudest sounds ever heard
4 Unzen(1792)

5. Starvaton and lnesz/diease

S: There were no warning systems n place and people had moved into the town thinking it s safer
1-There was o much ash i thesky that thesun couldn's shine through/it was dark alyear

V: Continually

V: Waves consuming/eating/devouring smothering et the shore

P:Look foranswers that reference us having better warning ystems now]eference ta crops fiing not
being s0severe with lobal trade.For more deaths, look fo answers that reference more densly populated
cis and ning coser o volcanoes




