Literacy 16.6.20

Comprehension Task

Today there are three chilli challenges to choose from. 
For chilli 1 I don’t want you to cut the questions out, I would just like you to answer them in full sentences please.

For chilli 2 and chilli 3there are answers attached for you to self-assess when you have completed the literacy task. Make sure you are answering in full sentences. The answers that are there for you to mark against aren’t always written in full sentences. We worked on this a few weeks ago so everyone should now be answering fully!

Enjoy!
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Pugs of the Frozen North

Answers

1. They tel us that sea froze completely (because the weather suddenly became
very cold).

2. Because it helps describe how the world is covered in white, as if someone has
laid a sheet over it, when it becomes icy and snowy.

3. The usual sounds of the water rippling and splashing stop because the water is
frozen. The silence is broken by the noise of creaking, caused by the effect of ice
on the ship.

4. We know he doesn't want to get up because he ‘snuggled deeper under
his covers'.

5. It shows that they are blundering around before they have woken up properly
and before they have properly opened their eyes. It shows they don't really seem
to know what they are doing. The use of allteration helps to emphasise this and
make them more effective.

6. As he holds the rope, it snaps in his hands because it is icy and the sound of the
ice breaking is like the sound of glass breaking,

7. The seais frozen solid in waves which stand up in peaks a bit ike meringues.
‘There are ‘tusks of ice’ which stick into the ship.

8. They show that the ship is making strange noises almost as if it were a person or
animal, as the ice grips onto it all around.

9. The crew do not seem used to this kind of weather because it describes them
stumbling onto the deck and they don't really seem to know what they are doing
Also it says they'd ‘never seen a sea like this before’.

10. the load carried by a ship

1. It does not seem well organized because the Captain has to keep shouting
instructions and the crew seem to be standing around. They do not seem
prepared for the bad weather because it says ‘it came i the night'. They also
seem to have an unusual mixture of cargo which they have been buying as they
travel and it describes them as ‘seling this and buying that'. This suggests they
don't really have a clear plan of what they are buying and selling.

12 He seems to be slightly panicked and worried by the sudden winter weather
because he shouts at the crew to help and get them out of being stuck in the ice
and also he shouts that they ‘must save the cargo’. This shows he may be in a
panic about losing it.
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1sprinkled brown sugar onto my porridge and watched it melt into sticky golden pools.

“Thatll rot your teth, said Dad. He sprinkled salt and a small lump of butter on his
own porridge and swirled it round. He looked ired and grumpy: I guessed he'd been up
in the nigh checking the ewes that were due to lamb.

“You were ate coming back from football yesterday; ssid Dad. He flcked 5
through a farming magazine beside him.

*Graham and I couldve done with some help.”

T wanted o tell them I 'was up on the hills watching an asprey come back. I was
bursting to tell them we had ospreys nesting here, on our farm,. But i was 2 secrt,
Tona's and my secret. Wed promised to tll no one. 10

Graham poured a cup of tea and laughed. "He wasnit playing football yesterday.
He was up on the hillflapping round like a wee birdie. I saw him with 2 girl up ther
He tumed to me. "Your girlfriend, is she?”

1hit him on the arm and tea spilled across the table.
“Och! Grow up, you two, for heavens sake,” said Mum. 15

“Graham, youre old enough to know better. She mopped the tea from the tble and
sac back in the rocker chair warming her fect on the cooking range. “Which girls this?”

Graham raised his eyebrows. ‘It looked like Mad Old McNair's granddaugher to me.”
I heard she was back” said Mum.

“Fiona McNair’ child?' said Dad. He tumed to Mum. You were at school 2
with Fiona, weren't you?”

Mum nodded. Aye, that was a whil ago. There’s alot of water gone under the
bridge since then.”

“Rob hates the McNairs," I said. ‘He says Lonas mum stole from his dad and
ruined his business. I it true?” 2

Mum started clearing the tble. I¢s true that a ot of money went missing the day
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Fiona lef, she sighed. ‘But truth be told, Robs dad was never much of a
businessman anyway:”
“He was tying to build an advencure park, said Dad, ‘bike crils through the forest,
and high wire stuff n the trees. It was losing money before Fiona worked there” 30
“Shes a dancer, sn' she?’ I said. “That’s what lona says. She's in the big shows
down in London.”
Mum and Dad exchanged glances and Dad went back to reading his magazine. "Well,
Thaven' heard from her for a while, said Mum. ‘But I heard she did a bit of dancir
‘Graham gave a snort of laughter. 35
Dad glared at him. ‘Haven't you got sheep to feed?”
‘Graham reached for his coat and gave me a slap on the back. ‘Offto school now he
grinned. ‘Dontbe late”

Tewasn fuir. Graham was eighteen. He' inished school and was back on the farm
where hed always wanted to be. Mum and Dad even let him live in the cortage up the 40
track which had been Granda's before he died. Graham said he needed his own space.
1didn'cthink Mum should cook his meals and wash all his clothes too.

“What's she like? asked Mum.

“Who, lona? I sid. I shrugged my shoulders. ‘How should I know?"

Twhizzed into school as the bell rang, It was Monday morning and I was late. 45
1 pushed my bike into the rack next to Rob’s and raced to the classroom. The rest of the
class were already in their seats. The teacher gave me  hard stare and tapped her watch as
Isat down next to Rob and Euan.

“What happened to you on Friday?' whispered Euan. You didsic get home for
hours after we lef you. Mum made me tell her where we'd been.”

Tt scemed ages ago, although it was only three days.

“Iwas checking on sheep,’  lied.

“Youll never guess who's in our class,”said Rob. His face was dark, like thunder. He
nodded to the tables at the front of the class. ‘I¢s her.”

At that moment lona turned round. It was a if she could feel us looking at her. 55
She looked strangely out of place in the classtoom, in her grey uniform and blue fleece.

Her hair was tied in a ponytail, but thick clumps and tangles stuck ou at the back.
She smiled at me, but I looked away:

From Sky Hawk, by Gil Lovis “An osprey is a bird of prey.
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Questions

Read the story on pages 1 and 2.
Compare how Dad likes his porridge with how Callum (the narrator) likes his porridge.
Where was Callum on the previous evening?
Where should Callum have been?
What holds Callum back from telling the truth?
Mum says ‘There's a lot of water gone under the bridge since then'. What does she mean
by this expression?
6. Which of the following statements are facts and which are opinions, according 1o the text:
Fiona McNair has a child.
Fiona McNair used to work locally.
Fiona McNair took money from her employer.
Fiona McNair moved away.
Fiona McNair is a great dancer.
7. What do we find out about Graham in the extract? Find three things, using evidence
from the text to support your answer.
8. How can the reader tel that lona is new to the school from the extract?
9. What impression do we get of Robs feelings towards lona? How do we know this?
10. Which words suggest Callum is embarrassed to see lona?
11. Why do you think Callum prefers to keep his mesting with lona a secret? Give at least
two reasons.
12. What do you predict will happen next in the story?

Extra activities and discussion points

= Find out more about an osprey or another bird of prey.
Make a fact-fle including details about its habitat, diet,
behaviour, etc.

= Have you ever been the ‘new person’ at a new school o club?
How did it feef? Discuss how the boys In the story react to lona.
Wite alst of some ways they could help lona to feel
more at home.
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Sky Hawk

Answers

Dad prefers it salty, whereas Callum prefers it sweet.

Dad likes it with salt and butter, whereas Callum likes to have brown
sugar mefting on it

Dad thinks Callum’s porridge is too sweet; he says it willrot Gallum's teeth
He was on the hills with someone called lona, watching an osprey.
He should have been at football practice and then helping on the farm,

He made a promise to lona. He may also be worried about Graham's reaction.

o s e

She means that it s a long time ago and lots has happened since then, so any
problems that happened then should be forgotten about

6. FRO,FO

7. He likes to tease his younger brother (‘Your girfriend, is she?’).

He s eighteen.

He has left school.

He lives in a cottage up the track.

He does not cook for himself or wash his own clothes, which could

suggest he s a bit lazy.

He works on the farm, which he likes (‘always wanted to).

8. Rob says 'you'll never guess who's in our class’, suggesting that sh
It says she looks ‘out of place’ in her school uniform.

9. It seems like he doesn't like her because it says his face was ‘dark, like thunder’
and he doesn't give her a name—'lt's her’ suggests quite a rude reaction.

led at me, but | looked away’.

11.He knows other people, like Rob, don't ike her.
He's afraid he'll be teased by his brother.
He might get into trouble, because he wasn't where he said he would be.

12.Predictions should use indications from the text, such as referring to the
‘osprey, secret meetings with lona or other aspects of the text which have been
mentioned.
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Fact finding
Read the non-fiction text about whales.

Cut out the question cards on page 2 and put them in a pile,
face down. Pick one card at a time and see how much you can
remember from the text.

Whale watch
Whles are mammals. Mammls are animals whose young drink mik
from their mothers. A baby whale is called a calf

There are lots of different species of whales but only two different
types. These are baleen whales and toothed whales Baleen whales
feed on krill and plankton and toothed whales eat fish such as tuna,
cod and salmon

Whles breathe air so they regularly have to come fo the surface
They breathe in air through their blowholes. Sperm whales can stay
under water for as long as 90 minutes before they have to breathe
in air again

Whles communicate with each other by singing Sperm whales have
the loudest song. Beluga whales make chirping sounds.

The blue whale is the largest animal in the world

What was the most
interesting thing you
learned about whales?
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'
! How do whales breathe in air?

b

'
! How do whales communicate with each other?

! What is the largest animal in the world?
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Pugs of the Frozen North

Winter came in the night, like a white shee laid over the world. It came so
cold and so fas that the waves of the ocean froze as they rolled. The good ship.
Lucky Star froze with them, trapped tight in the suddenly solid sca.

Shen the cabin boy, the youngest member of the crew stired in his sleep as the
sounds of rippling and splashing faded into frozen silence. He snuggled decper 5
under the covers, trying to keep warm. Into the silence came other noises.

First, the creaking of metal a the ice tightened its grip upon the old ships sides.
‘Then the voice of Captain Jeggings, bellowing, All hands on deck!

The crew bumbled blinking from their bunks. Able Seaman Bo, Mungbean
the ship’s cook, and Shen. They stumbled out on deck and stared at the frozen
waves which reared up all around them, siff and white as giant meringues.
“Donft just stand there!” shouted Captain Jeggings, hauling on an icy tope.
“Get us out of here!
The rope snapped in his hands with a sound like breaking glass
The Lucky Star groaned and quivered as the ice clenched tighter.
“What shall we do?” asked Shen

But Capain Jeggings didnt know. Nor did Able Seaman Bo. Nor did.

Mungbean. They'd weathered storms and sat out calms, but theyd never seen
a sea like this before

Greak. Crunch. Big tusks of ice pushed the planks apart and pierced the
Lucky Star’s sides. Slosh. Gurgle. Cold black water which hadnlt frozen yet came
swirling in. The ship sagged, and all the iccles that decked her rigging tinkled
cheerfully. But Captain Jeggings couldn' see anything to be cheerful about.

“The cargol” he shouted. ‘We must save the cargo!”

All summer long, the Lucky Star had been cruising from port to port, selling
this and buying that. Tiwo thousand chunky-knit jumpers

from the Iles of Aran, 2 second-hand snowmobile—

and sixty-six pugs. Captain Jeggings had sad those

tiny dogs would selllike hot pies. Now; down in

the leaking hold, they set up a tersble howling

as cold sea sloshed round their paws.

From Pugs of the Frozon North by Phip
Raeve and Sarah Mcintyre
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Questions

Read the story on page 1.

1. What do the words ‘suddenly solid sea’ at the end of the first paragraph tell us?
Why is the phrase ‘lie a white sheet laid over the world" effective?

How do the sounds heard by the cabin boy change overnight?

How can the reader tell that the cabin boy does not want to get up?

What do the words *bumbled blinking from their bunks’ suggest about how
the crew are feeling? Why are they effective?

When the Captain holds the rope, what happens?

Describe the appearance of the sea in this passage.

‘What do the words ‘groaned and quivered” in line 15 show us about the ship?
9. Are the crew used to dealing with this kind of weather? How do you know?
10. What is meant by ‘cargo’?

11. Do you think that this is a well-organized trip? Why?

12. How do you think the Captain is feeling about the situation.

o s e

® N o

Extra activities

Gontinue the story, writing about what happens next.

What do you think happens to the pugs?

What similes could you use to describe weather conditions?
Describe a wintery or summer's day you have experienced.




