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13th March 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

The school receives daily updates on the current situation with the Covid 19 coronavirus 

outbreak from the Department of Public Health and more specifically from Cumbria’s 

Director of Public Health, Colin Cox.  In the recent letter he stated:  

 

‘Cases of coronavirus are predicted to increase.  This means that the likelihood of your 

school having a pupil or member of staff either test positive, or being in contact with a 

confirmed case and advised to self-isolate, is increasing.’ 

 

‘If you have a pupil or staff member who is self-isolating due to contact with a confirmed 

case then the current national advice is that schools should remain open and business 

continue as usual.’ 

 

Colin Cox has recommended that schools begin to plan for how they will manage the 

situation in the event of any diagnoses or closure.  Parents will understand that this closure 

might be caused as a result of staff shortages rather than as a result of a Public Health 

forced closure. 

 

We will continue to maintain contact with you using our app service and by email.  I 

would encourage families to pay little heed to any information that circulates that does not 

come from an official Government or school source.  Please wait for official 

communications before making decisions regarding attendance, or contact me for more 

information if you feel you need to.  

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): latest information and advice 
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Hygiene 

We are following advice to maintain regular handwashing and to sanitise areas as part of 

our cleaning regime. All visitors and pupils will be asked to wash or sanitise hands on 

entry and at regular times during the day. This is the reason we have asked parents to 

restrict entry to the building in the mornings as we would need to ask you to all wash 

hands and it could take some time.  Please work with us to teach your child how to follow 

the 6 steps of handwashing and use soap and water for at least 20 secs.  Children should 

have their own water bottle labelled. 

 

Self-isolation 

Please follow the recent advice and where your child develops a persistent cough or a 

fever, keep them at home for 7 days. This will be the same policy for staff in school. If you 

have travelled to an affected country recently or are unwell yourself, we would ask that 

you do not come in to school at this time. 

 

Please click on the link for how to self-isolate https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-

covid-19/self-isolation-advice/ 

 

Thank you 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Phillipa Summers 
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