Statement of Curriculum Intent

At Grange C of E Primary School, our curriculum is designed to meet the requirements of the National
Curriculum 2014 and enables our children to progress well in all year groups and attain at least age-
related expectations by the end of Year 6.

Our curriculum has been developed to be broad and balanced with Reading, Writing, Maths and
Religious Education at its centre. This curriculum progressively builds and deepens knowledge,
understanding and skills which can be transferred to all subjects Our curriculum is planned to ensure
that all children experience a wide range of enriching opportunities to instil a thirst for life-long
learning so that they are prepared for the next stage in education and as future citizens ‘living life to
the full.’

As a Church of England School, our Christian Values are at the heart of everything we do. Across our
curriculum, in the day to day life of the school, and through our values of Love-Hope and Trust we aim
to develop pupils who:

Achieve-Believe-Care

Achieve (raised ambitions of what they can achieve, do and be whilst developing independence and
resilience so as not to give up)

Believe (that they can make a difference, do the right thing and contribute to our wonderful world)

Care (build caring relationships following the example of Jesus, show empathy and understanding the
views and beliefs of others)

As a school that looks out towards others and the learning that brings, we encourage an awareness of
rights and responsibilities and look at the impact we have, linking global learning opportunities with
subject areas, when and where appropriate.

At Grange C of E School we know that children learn in different ways so children are given the
opportunity to work independently and with others. We believe that children need the chance to
explore and investigate together to develop concepts as well as embedding basic skills, knowledge
and understanding through regular practice. This means that we use carefully sequenced discrete
learning and thematic learning that is connected and achieves learning outcomes. We work with
parents and carers to support and embed this learning at home.

At Grange C of E School, we recognise the importance of tailoring our curriculum to the needs of
children and families in our school community. From the starting point we believe that language is key
to learning and focus on enriching and expanding the children’s vocabulary. This is taught through a
wide range of experiences and by using the Talk4Writing and Jane Considine approaches, as well as
introducing key vocabulary in subject lessons. Our curriculum is designed to develop personal and
social skills throughout the primary years and we follow the Heartsmart scheme which aligns with our
Christian values.

Our learning journey begins in our Nursery class where children learn through play and engagement
with skilled professionals; this is the foundation for our curriculum which builds on their interests and
provides opportunities to learn and master vital skills for starting school.



Curriculum Subjects
English

Children at Grange Cof E Primary School are taught to read and spell using systematic synthetic
phonics initially. In the Early Years and Year 1, our phonics curriculum is based on the New Little
Wandle Letters and Sounds https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/ Phonics teaching
forms a discrete part of the timetable in in Reception and Y 1 and also in Y2 where children require
additional practice; children are taught so that they are moving into Phase 5 by the end of Reception
ready for Y1. All childrenin Year 1 take the Phonics Screening Check, whereby they apply their phonics
knowledge to decode both real and pseudo (alien) words. From Year 2 upwards, our spellings provision
is based on the Jane Considine Spelling programme, and grammar and punctuation is taught as part
of the writing programme and in discrete lessons following the sequence for the year group. Spelling
is enhanced using the online spelling site ‘Spelling Shed’ and for those that require additional support,
the IDL Literacy resource online.

In all classes, our English provision is based around accessing quality texts as supported by the Jane
Considine and Talk4 Writing programmes.

Reading provision for our children new to reading is through phonically matched readers linked to
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds. Children in R and Y1 read and explore books in small groups during
guided reading time and individually with an adult. From Y2 children read in groups or individually
and focus on read and respond tasks which guide their reading comprehension and support word level
work.

To provide additional reading materials, the Collins Big Cat reading scheme is used across the year
groups, with other readers to add variation until the children are confident at a level where they can
move to published library books/novels that are colour banded. Older KS2 children are encouraged to
change their own books in our school library.

Assessments in reading are carried out using half termly PIRA tests and areas for development are
highlighted for teaching in the next half term.

Mathematics

Children are taught to practically problem solve and reason from the Early Years to Year 6 using the
objectives from the National Curriculum delivered through the White Rose mathematics scheme. A
focus on modelling and visual images in maths is key to good understanding and fluency.

Teaching enables these objectives to be mastered through elements of the White Rose Planning and
through fluency and accuracy using a range of support resources. This is further enhanced through
the school’s use of the interactive, ‘Times Table Rock and Maths Shed’ programme including other,
relevant, interactive games.

Additionally, children are carefully monitored and assessed through termly White Rose assessments;
the data is scrutinised and used by the subject leader and teachers to inform future their planning
enabling them to provide personalised targeted learning for all children.

Children throughout school are taught to increasingly apply their knowledge and skills and to
independently problem solve.

Science

Science teaching at Grange CE Primary School aimsto fulfil the requirements of the National
Curriculum 2014 for science; providing a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum; ensuring the
progressive development of knowledge, skills and vocabulary and for the children to develop a love
of science. Furthermore, we aim to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the natural and


https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-sample-materials-and-training-video/phonics-screening-check-structure-and-content-of-the-check
https://clpe.org.uk/powerofreading

man-made world and a respect for the environment that will remain with them for the rest of their
lives.

At Grange CE Primary School, scientific enquiry skills are embedded in each topic the pupils study and
these topics are revisited and developed throughout their time at school. Topics, such as plants, are
taught in Key Stage One and studied again in further detail throughout Key Stage Two. This allows
pupils to build upon their prior knowledge and increases their enthusiasm for the topics whilst
embedding this procedural knowledge into the long-term memory.

All pupils are encouraged to develop and use a range of skills including observations, planning and
investigation, as well as being encouraged to question the world around them and become
independent learners in exploring possible answers for the scientific based questions. Specialist
vocabulary is taught and built up, and effective questioning to communicate ideas is
encouraged. Concepts are reinforced by focusing on key feature of scientific enquiry, so that pupils
learn to use a variety of approaches to answer relevant scientific questions.

The science curriculum is based upon the 2014 Primary National Curriculum in England, which
provides a broad framework and outlines the knowledge and skills taught in each Key Stage. In
addition to this an extra unit of Light is taught in Key Stage One to ensure an understanding of
concepts before coverage in Key Stage 2 and therefore an opportunity to explore this topic in more
depth and detail.

Science is taught in discrete lessons in individual year groups. Teacher have the same expectations
during science lessons that they would have when teaching English or Mathematics. Lessons are
planned to ensure progression from the previous teaching of the topic and include working
scientifically. A variety of teaching methods and approaches are used based upon the teacher’s
judgement. This includes working with experts from STEM based businesses and science teachers
from the local secondary school. Teaching key subject vocabulary is also a key part of the science
curriculum and planned into topics and lessons in a progressive way.

Our science curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progression.

Assessments are based on teacher’s assessment of children using tasks and tests to support this.



